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REGIONAL AND RURAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA, INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING 
Motion 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [2.31 pm]:  I move without notice - 

That there is a serious requirement for the Gallop Government to understand and fund the immediate 
need for infrastructure in regional and rural Western Australia to allow these areas to maximise the 
opportunities for business development, population growth and employment on which Western 
Australia so heavily relies.  

I recently took the opportunity to travel extensively in my electorate, and the need for infrastructure in those 
areas to allow business to develop was underlined once again.  The issue of services was highlighted once again 
in the budget that was just read out.  I cannot help but notice that $376 million has been allocated for major road 
reconstruction and maintenance projects.  Most of those are in the city - Roe Highway, Kwinana Freeway - that 
will probably be done with federal funds - Tonkin Highway to Thomas Road and the Mitchell Freeway to Burns 
Beach.  The only project that is not in the city is the construction of the Geraldton southern transport corridor.  I 
had a fair bit to do with that because it was one of the things I wanted done.  I made known 10 years ago that the 
corridors into the Geraldton port were a necessity.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  We are doing it.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The previous Government had already put the funding for the road in the budget.  

Several members interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  It is very interesting to note the howls from the government side.  In the previous 
Government I was in Cabinet and on the budget committee.  One thing I know about budgets, because I happen 
to run a very successful farming operation, is that the bottom line is absolutely paramount.  We reduced state 
debt from the figure of over $8 billion that was left to us by the previous Government to $4 billion.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Five out of eight years in deficit.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  If the Leader of the House does not know the basics of budgets, and the impact of 
reducing the debt on savings in interest, he does not know much about this game at all.  

Hon Tom Stephens:  You flogged off the farm to do it.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I will take up the point of the Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development.  He said that we flogged off everything.  We sold Westrail.  It was costing the State $100 million 
a year, and the sale put $500 million into the coffers.  I know a little bit of debt was left and the minister still 
talks about it, but the fact is that that operation is now running very successfully.  Infrastructure is being 
improved in the State.  

Hon Tom Stephens:  What were you going to do with Western Power?  
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Here we go!  The Government does not know what to do with it.  It has a network 
that is an absolute disgrace.  The Government has had control of that network for three years and has done 
nothing.  
Hon Tom Stephens interjected.  
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  We have no secrets.  
Hon Ken Travers:  So, it was not a secret privatisation; you are now admitting to it?  
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I had just been telling the member that, as minister, I went through the process of 
selling Westrail and it has turned out very successfully.  Even members opposite would have to admit that they 
would not have the infrastructure out there now because it was costing $100 million a year.  Regardless of what 
the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure says, she would have to admit that, and she does admit it.  
Incidentally, I just heard the minister talking in the other place during question time.  She said the Government 
had provided a lot of infrastructure in the regions.  She claimed the Government had built the Gascoyne Bridge, 
but the previous Government had called for tenders for that bridge and put the funding in the budget.  She said 
the Government had built the Mt Magnet to Leinster road.  She was the minister when it was built, but the 
previous Government called for tenders and provided the money.  
Hon Kim Chance:  She opened it.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes, the minister opened it, just like she opened the extensions to the Kwinana 
Freeway.  She said the previous Government had not quite finished stage 6 of Roe Highway.  That was very poor 
judgment, because all the funding for that - $76 million - came from the federal Government.  
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Hon Peter Foss:  Are you saying that all her claims to have done things relate to projects that originated in the 
time of the previous Government?  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes - lots of the claims did.  She made sure that regional road funding was reduced.  
The pity about that is that the federal Government has come in with the road to recovery program, which would 
have been absolutely magnificent for local roads, but there is only $23 million for local roads in this year’s state 
budget.  

Hon Ken Travers:  Where is the funding for the Peel deviation?  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Hon Ken Travers was in here talking about how the Government’s railway would 
be completed during the first year or two of the Government, and we are still waiting for the railway.  

Hon Ken Travers interjected.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Why did the member not say that in January?  

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Order!  If Hon Ken Travers and Hon Peter Foss wish to have a conversation, they 
should take it outside the Chamber.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  As I said earlier, I took the opportunity recently to travel through my electorate.  I 
started in Moora.  The Government has finally decided to put $6.3 million aside for the hospital there after 
pressure was applied right across the State, including in the Premier’s electorate.  The community supplied its 
own funds to the extent of about $350 000 - an enormous contribution for local people.  The Government took 
away the $6 million initially and then, out of shame, it has been put back into the budget.  I am pleased to see it 
in the budget; it is well and truly deserved for those people.  The people welcome it.  It is a very progressive 
community.  The people are looking at other initiatives to assist their community to build and grow.  All 
communities in the country need the opportunity from government to extend such opportunities.  There are a lot 
of areas, including head works charges and the like, in which Governments can assist.  We get back to Western 
Power.  The cost of Western Power installation is absolutely abominable; it is just far too expensive to hook up 
to Western Power.  The Water Corporation is another example that is just far too expensive.   

We visited the police station in Moora.  There is no doubt that the station needs substantial work.  As I go 
through the list, members will find there are other areas that need substantial work.  The police in Moora are 
working in a very confined space.  Obviously, the cells are not operational.  That means that the police must 
move apprehended people to other areas if they require detention in cells.  The police have also lost detectives 
from the Moora area; they have been transferred to Northam.  That means detectives will have to travel from 
Northam, which is an enormous distance to travel in the first instance.  It could entail a further 200 kilometres if 
they need to travel to the other side of Moora.  The area will be totally unserviced unless officers are prepared to 
travel the distance.  That will involve a cost in time as well. 

An issue that was paramount almost everywhere we went was the requirement for housing for people who move 
to an area to service the community.  I am referring to doctors, nurses and police officers; indeed, anyone with 
extra skills.  That might include accountants and the like.  Those people need proper housing if they are to take 
their families to country areas.  They should have dwellings that are of an acceptable standard and similar to 
those they might expect in Perth.  There are various ways of achieving that.  Rent subsidies could be made far 
more acceptable concerning capital appreciation.  That would allow private enterprise to become involved in the 
construction of houses. 

We moved to Cervantes.  People there have been waiting for a long time.  I note a brief reference in the budget 
about the Cervantes to Lancelin road.  It has already had some planning.  It is now ripe for construction.  A brief 
observation of the budget shows that it requires $42 million.  I imagine some of that must already have been 
spent so that figure represents the total cost.  The budget does not show any allocation.  As far as I can see, that 
is an opportunity lost.  Information from the Wheatbelt Development Commission and others indicate that 
approximately $700 million worth of private investment will be spent in the next few years.  I know very well 
that the area is developing.  The road would be a tremendous advantage.  I also noted an extension of the 
Mitchell Freeway to Burns.  Maybe when the link-up is complete, it will be of assistance.  The road between 
Lancelin and Cervantes would be of enormous value to the people living there as well as the State as tourism is 
advancing rapidly.  I get back to the idea of putting in infrastructure in country areas to maximise opportunities 
for business growth, tourism and any other development.  There is the opportunity for a major hotel to be 
established in Jurien Bay.  That was talked about when I was the Minister for Transport dealing with land owned 
by the department on the foreshore.  That sort of development has been put on the shelf.  There is an obvious 
need for this type of infrastructure.   
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We also visited Leeman.  The Silver Chain Nursing Association centre and the police station are in very good 
condition.  The people serving the area are very happy with them.  However, there was concern about the 
movement of patients to Geraldton.  It has not happened because of staffing issues and changes to the 
management of the Geraldton Regional Hospital.  I will talk more about that later as it is a very big problem.  
Patients are being moved to Perth.  To do that, people need to use the Brand Highway, which takes quite some 
time.  To travel north from Leeman to Geraldton is quite a quick trip. 

Hon Peter Foss:  You should also have a chat about the port authority while you are at it. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I will get to that.  The situation with the Silver Chain Nursing Association was a 
major issue.  The Government required it to pay for additional wage costs that have been imposed through nurses 
receiving wage increases.  It was believed that the association would have to fund that.  The National Party took 
up the issue and we all know now the result that the Department of Health will cover the costs.  At least, that is 
the indication we are getting.  I hope that is put in place.  We visited quite a few places, including Hyden, to 
follow up on that issue.  The visit to Jurien Bay provided us with the opportunity to talk to fishermen and local 
business people.  The police station needs upgrading.  The officers are occupying very tiny spaces in the station 
and are working virtually back to back.  That is not acceptable.  A lot of work needs to the done.  In fact, there is 
plenty of space for development as the station is on a large block with accommodation at the back.  The lady 
who works in the office uses the accommodation. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  If you have read the budget - 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  How would I know? 

Hon Tom Stephens:  You would know that there is $400 million in the police budget program for building, some 
of which will be undertaken this year.  Some of it has been recently completed.  That is a very large capital 
works program in the police budget. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I understand what the minister is saying but I have not seen any indication that the 
police stations I am talking about are covered in that expenditure.  We well and truly recognise that money is 
being spent.  It is the commitment of this Government to supply that sort of infrastructure in the country that is 
the concern.  The minister stood in that place and also spoke at Chittering and said that the National Party had 
supplied all the infrastructure in the wheatbelt and that there would be no more.  My problem is that the minister 
is talking about infrastructure - 

Hon Tom Stephens:  I did not say that. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I will quote the words to the minister one day. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  I said that the wheatbelt did very well out of the National Party head works scheme and I 
was keen that other parts of the State also accessed the regional programs of government. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  That is the minister’s quote at the present time.  The issue I am raising with the 
minister is that there is $367 million worth of roads in this budget that are going into the city.  Over the page, 
there is virtually nothing going into the country.  That is the point.  It is the issue that came forward in every 
place we visited.  After Leeman we moved to Dongara.  The fishermen made it very clear that they have real 
concerns with the industry in the town.  They are very concerned that the minister is seemingly making decisions 
without consulting the industry.  The latest one has been to exclude fishermen from some of the areas around the 
capes on the south coast.  That is of great concern to them because they believe the decisions are being made 
without any consultation with their organisations apart from a subcommittee of two or three people that made a 
recommendation.  The rest of the industry has been left out.  I got the same message when I was in Kalbarri.  I 
will speak about that later.  They are very concerned about the way in which the minister is handling 
consultations.  They are also concerned about a couple of other issues such as the impact of the removal of the 
150-pot rule and the impact of that on communities.  I am concerned about that too.  I am also concerned about 
the need for a register in the fishing industry because there is an opportunity for foreign investors to take over the 
industry without the industry having any knowledge of what is going on.  I hope a fishing register is put in place 
so that what has been going on there can be understood.  I had a very enjoyable time at Dongara, during which I 
talked to the fisherman, people from the shire and others.  I recognise that Dongara is going ahead in leaps and 
bounds.  It is very good to see the private investment that is occurring there.  A lot of the infrastructure that the 
former Government put in place has served the area very well.  That includes a recreational jetty and ramp that is 
used to pull out the commercial fishing vessels to be serviced at the local area.  When Hon Hendy Cowan was 
the Minister for Regional Development, I asked him to underground the power so that the local industry areas 
could be used.  That has worked very well in the area. 
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The local fisherman have invested in pens for their vessels, which is a very good set-up.  Kailis Bros Pty Ltd 
built infrastructure on the wharf to handle its lobster operations.  That is done in an excellent fashion with a 
minimum impact on the lobster, so a very good product is turned out.  That part of the industry, from the point of 
view of private operations, is going very well.   

Geraldton has started to develop.  A lot of good opportunities for development are occurring in Geraldton, 
including the work that has been done at the port and on the southern transport corridor.  Those initiatives were 
started by the previous government.  This Government has seen fit to continue those initiatives, which I 
welcome.  I welcome the deepening of the port and the expenditure that the producers, including people in the 
mining industry and farmers, have invested.  It was built on the premise that $2 a tonne would be spent from the 
grains industry.  Subsequently, Mt Gibson Iron has exported large quantities of iron ore.  Developments are 
progressing at Tallering Peak to mine hematite and magnetite.  Opportunities exist to mine hematite and 
magnetite at Mt Gibson.  There is talk that hematite and magnetite could be put through a slurry pipe to other 
facilities south of Geraldton.  Coal can be mined at Irwin River.  Koolanooka, Blue Hills and Wolla Wolla are 
magnetite-producing areas.  There is an opportunity for a good deal of development there.  As I said, the 
deepening of the port will be funded by the proponents who use the port.  It is a state government loan, but I 
emphasise that it will be paid back in full by the producers.  It will probably be paid back before time because so 
much work is being done there.   

An issue that has arisen in the port of Geraldton is the requirement for completion of the infrastructure so that 
iron ore, talcum, manganese and a number of other smaller-volume exports can go through that port.  I have had 
discussions with people in that area who tell me that development will cost about $50 million.  That is why I say 
there is a requirement to put in place that infrastructure.  If infrastructure is put in place in these areas, people 
will use it.  They will take the opportunity to develop mines and use the export facilities.  That has been very 
good.  The requirement in Geraldton for extra industrial land is becoming quite urgent.  I think a review should 
be conducted into the facilities there and into the provision of deepwater ports.  A couple of areas of deep water 
of up to 20 metres are very close to the shore in that area.  About 20 metres of water is needed to facilitate the 
use of a caper vessel, which carries about 180 000 tonnes.  They regularly travel to and from Esperance.  I was in 
Esperance recently.  The development of Esperance is fantastic.  It is great to see the export operations there.  I 
had a substantial amount to do with that in the previous Government.  Hon Robin Chapple kept an eye on the 
former Government because there was iron ore dust around.  Today Esperance is so pristine that people would 
not know iron ore was being exported from there.  The iron ore being exported from Geraldton is not causing 
any problems at all.  Those particular operations have just commenced.  There are indications of a rapid build-up 
of those exports, which will add to the ready repayment of the loans that have been taken out.   

The foreshore development in Geraldton has been done in conjunction with the southern transport corridor.  
About $10 million of extra funding will be required for the foreshore in Geraldton.  That will mean that 
Geraldton will at last turn around and smile at the sea, as I like to say, and it will provide opportunities for 
people to enjoy the beachfront.  Soil from the southern transport corridor will be used for the development of 
those beaches.  There is a requirement for a $10 million, as I mentioned.  I would like to think that the 
Government would have a line item in its budget for the foreshore development.  I have not yet had an 
opportunity to look at the budget because I had to speak immediately after the budget speech was read.  The City 
of Geraldton would like that to be included in the budget so that it can know how the expenditure will flow to it 
over the next four or five years.   

I mentioned a review of the port facilities that will be required in the future.  That must be considered and 
progressed.  I travelled from Northampton to Kalbarri.  The expansion of Kalbarri over recent years has been 
fantastic.  When the road was built, people asked why.  They said it would not be used by more than 150 cars.  I 
am told that more than 500 cars a day regularly use that road. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  I thought the one they were complaining about was in Binnu East or west or somewhere.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  There are roads from Binnu East down though Yuna and Tenindewa. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  That road was more controversial.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The number of people travelling on it has increased dramatically.  A further nine 
kilometres of road needs to be built and would cost the Government a small amount of money.  However, it is 
sad that the Government has seen fit not to build and complete that road.  It has starved the people of Mullewa 
and inland Western Australia of the opportunity to increase tourism and generate business wealth.  That is 
exactly what I am talking about.  There was $7 million in the budget to complete the roads in that area, which 
would have allowed the flow of traffic into the inland and then into the wildflower country to maximise the 
tourism opportunities.  This Government has not taken up that opportunity.  The minister raves about those 
roads, which were built by local people with the assistance of the Government.  One 34-kilometre road runs from 
Whelarra to Balla crossroads and was built for $1.4 million with the help of the local people.  About 50 000 
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tonnes of grain a year is transported on that road.  The road helps to service tourism and is used by the local 
school buses and the farming industry when transporting consumables and products to grow their crops.  I 
suggest that if the minister can find a better investment than that, he show it to me.  The Government has just 
decided to expend about $1.6 billion on a railway that will cart a handful of people from Mandurah to Perth.  
There is no comparison in the economic advantage of those two decisions.  It is very poor of this Government to 
point out that those people in the country should not have a good road, when they produce the wealth for this 
nation and do that work without so much as a whinge of any description.  That should be kept in mind when we 
refer to these matters.  It is very poor form for the minister to bring up something like that, when people do help. 

Hon Norman Moore:  He can’t help himself. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  It is a real pity that some people do not understand the way country people operate.  
Country people are happy to help themselves and to help the State generate wealth, but at some stage we must 
take the opportunity to give them a bit of assistance.  Generally, the return on any money spent in country areas 
is well and truly repaid.  I remember giving money to a number of places.  Sadly, we were going to assist the 
local people in the minister’s electorate to build the Cape Leveque Road.  I notice this Government is just going 
to build it anyway, but we were going to involve the community and give people the opportunity to train up on 
skills so they could have gone back into the work force in other areas.  It is now a lost opportunity.  The 
Government thinks it can go in there and fix things up.  People would have been proud to put the effort into 
building that road themselves.  It is a lost opportunity, but perhaps I am wasting my time trying to talk about real 
issues and real things.  They are the sorts of things that country people will do, and they are the opportunities that 
give country people pride in their work, but that opportunity has been missed. 

Hon Bill Stretch interjected. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  People do look after their own products.   

There are three issues of concern in Kalbarri.  Some land needs to be released.  It would be in the minister’s 
interests to allow the land to be released, because its value is quite extraordinary.  I am sure it would be 
developed and would provide further opportunities for people to be employed and the like.  Further development 
is good for the country.  The power issue in Kalbarri is alarming.  I was talking to some people today about the 
power issue.  The issues that are causing concern are the age and quality of the network and the minimum 
standards of the electricity supply.  People are complaining about loss of products in freezers and loss of power 
to drive water systems.  They cannot rely on automatic functions for irrigation and cooking and they need mobile 
generators and alternative telephone systems.  Computer-based work is suffering badly, and, of course, they lose 
business opportunities when businesses shut down.  When I passed on the Government’s reply to the people in 
Kalbarri, it did not fill them with any confidence.  The Government would do well to get the message up there 
that something is going to be done.  An amount of $3 million to build a power line from Northampton to Port 
Gregory is very little to ensure that that area receives a reasonable power supply.  There is talk of the 
Northampton-Kalbarri line being recoated with silicone before the next pole-top fire season.  There has been a 
long dry spell in that area for quite some time and we are going into a rainy weekend.  I just hope the minister 
has that covered.  On our property on the Monday before Easter we lost 26 hours of power.  The property down 
the road lost more than 40 hours, which is a substantial problem.  On the Monday of the Easter break - a week 
later - we lost another six hours.  On the Tuesday morning we were going to shear, the sheep were in the yard, 
and people had come out to start, but they had to go back.  It was a lost opportunity for those people to make 
money, and there was also the inconvenience of having to double-handle the sheep. 

Hon Frank Hough was in Kalbarri the other day and he visited the school, as I did last Thursday.  It is causing a 
great deal of concern.  It has been a priority in that area now for about 10 years, and it seems to keep slipping 
down the list.  People up there have been very patient.  They have done everything right.  They have made these 
very acceptable approaches to the Department of Education and Training and they have not tried to rock the 
boat, but they are getting fed up. 

Hon Frank Hough:  They have won all the awards. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  That is true.  That school has a different method of teaching.  It teaches on the 
strong points and successfully brings out the best in people.  As a demonstration school in that area, it has 
received various awards.  Everybody is very pleased with the way it has operated.  Some of the things that are 
required include: early childhood facilities for preprimary, a kindergarten, a junior school and an upper primary 
school, and assistance for the middle school .  There are only four permanent structures in this school; the rest 
are prefabricated - I think they are called “dongas”.  They are transportable structures and have obviously been 
worked on to provide some sort of a reasonable environment.  However, the arts centre has no ceiling, it has a 
rough floor and it has no inside wall.  It is very basic.  The work that is being done in those areas reflects well on 
the school, but the environment in which people work is not up to standard.  I mentioned that a few areas need 
improvement, but additional areas are required for post-compulsory activities, education support, science, visual 
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arts, manual technology, food and textiles, information technology with flexible space for a wireless, performing 
arts, administration and staffroom, a library, a covered area and playing fields.  The existing playing field is only 
a very small area and that is where the construction will be based if and when we get on with the job.  A lot of 
work needs to be done in those areas and funding is required.  The answer I received indicated that a master plan 
is ready for the replacement of the existing transportable classrooms and the provision of new facilities.  There 
has been talk of a new primary classroom block and two new secondary blocks, with an indication that that will 
cost about $6 million.  I understand that Shark Bay in the minister’s part of the world will get a brand new 
school.  Perhaps he could tell the Department of Education and Training that although that was one of the 
priority schools, this was also a priority school and should be included in the budget so that we can get on with 
the work.  There is no indication that there is a budgetary allowance for this area.  I have had a quick look at the 
budget and there does not seem to be anything in it for this area.  I ask the minister to pass the message to the 
good Minister for Education and Training so that we can get some assistance in those areas. 

I was in Esperance recently with the Ravensthorpe nickel project - 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Did you notice that $106 million extra had been spent on energy supplies in that area? 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  In what area? 

Hon Tom Stephens:  In the Esperance area.  I notice that the honourable member slipped past the discussion on 
Esperance before he moved on to Ravensthorpe.  Did he realise that during the period we have been in office, so 
far an amount of $106 million has been spent on the supply of energy in the Esperance area? 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I am pleased to hear that.  Esperance has been suffering and has had a need for 
increased energy supplies for some time.  That would be welcome, but with the Ravensthorpe nickel project 
going on, there is a requirement for the road between Ravensthorpe and Esperance to be upgraded.  That will 
cost something like $6 million.  Local roads in that area need something like $7 million spent on them.  There is 
a requirement for a waste treatment plant at Hopetoun.  There will be a requirement for the upgrading of the 
school facilities in Esperance and Hopetoun.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  There is no school facility in Hopetoun.  We have programmed a new school for Hopetoun.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The minister was not listening.  I said there would be a requirement for a school to 
be built in Hopetoun.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  I though you said an upgrade.  We will be putting one there where there was not one before.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The school will be situated in Hopetoun because 300 more homes will be built 
there because of this project.  If it is not done in a balanced way, it will upset the equilibrium with the 
Ravensthorpe District High School, and the last thing we want is to have some impact on that school and the 
Munglinup Primary School.  There needs to be a balanced approach to that. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  We committed $18.4 million, and we are still waiting on the Howard Government to do the 
same.  I am hopeful that it will.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I am glad the minister raised that point.  The Deputy Prime Minister met with those 
people just the other day.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I understand that he was positive, but we are still waiting on the money.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  All National Party members are positive. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Indeed, but I do not think he is the problem.  I think it’s his coalition partners who are the 
problem.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I do not think there is a problem in that area at all.  I am quite happy that the 
Deputy Prime Minister will be able to take that issue back to Canberra.  This is one project that may well go 
ahead.  Six projects have started in the north and we have had only one get up and running so far.  Members 
opposite should not get too excited about the way they have performed in providing infrastructure and the 
opportunities for industry to go ahead.  It must be done in a reasonable way so that it benefits the people in the 
area and provides the infrastructure that is required for the development.  However, it was a very interesting trip 
and it was good to see that there is a positive air about the Ravensthorpe nickel project - I hope it goes ahead.  Of 
course, about $5.5 million is also needed for an airstrip, which is currently being built.  The minister would be 
well and truly aware that the local government will need his assistance to make sure it can handle waste product 
and the like in the local town and not get too heavily burdened by a funding requirement that cannot be handled 
by such a small shire.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  But there is great leadership in that local council by shire president Rusty Lee, who is 
constructing great partnerships with government! 
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Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Rusty Lee is a very interesting person, and I am sure he can provide guidance for 
the council that will see that it does the right thing.  The last thing he needs is funding pressure in that area, and I 
hope the State Government understands that.   

The requirements for road funding across the State are growing rapidly.  I have pointed out that most of the 
major construction work that will be carried out under this budget will be done in the city.  Major roads in the 
country are required.  I have had a brief look at the construction program.  There are no major constructions in 
country areas that I can see - I stand to be corrected - and no major funding that will be spent on roads in country 
areas.  I believe there is a need, but I constantly hear that road funding will remain the same.  It is interesting to 
note that the last year of forward estimates in last year’s budget showed a run-out of the capital user charge to 
about $62 million.  It will be interesting to see the impact of that because that means there will not be any money 
for roads at all.  The depreciation will go up by about $30 million; therefore, about $100 million will go nowhere 
in the Main Roads Western Australia budget.  This Government was going to take something like $200 million 
from the program, which is unacceptable for the Main Roads budget.  Of course, that impacts on local industry 
and the opportunity for some of the local contractors to get involved in the road -   

Hon Tom Stephens:  Will you be surprised when I tell you that we are spending more on country roads than you 
did when you were in office as part of the coalition?   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I have heard that argument before.  The minister should go back through the 
figures.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  I will give you the figures in a minute.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The minister should see where those figures come from.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  I will leave you to look at the -  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I will happily look at it because I know that some of the initiatives that were put in 
place were the ones that we signed off on and that the Government cannot get out of.   

Hon Barry House:  Is Hon Tom Stephens aware that today during question time in the other place the Minister 
for Planning and Infrastructure actually said that funding on rural roads was the one major area in which you had 
cut back?   

Hon Tom Stephens:  But not back to the levels of the time you were in government.  We have grown those 
levels, and we would love to be able to spend more.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I think the minister should have a look at the budget.  I have covered the wide range 
of issues that I was going to cover - 

Hon Tom Stephens:  I will give you those figures now.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I do not need the figures now; I can read the budget.  I know what the budget is all 
about.  I ran the transport budget for three years.  

This Government has been very fortunate to have the extra funds flowing into its coffers to carry out some of its 
initiatives.  Oil is now running at something like $US38 a barrel compared with $US24 a barrel when members 
opposite came into government.  This Government has also had the extra federal funding of $231 million.  The 
fact of the matter is that this Government is running up a debt of $6.6 billion.  The interest cost on that goes up, 
so a lot of the money that has been coming in will be burnt up by the fact that the debt has not been managed 
well.  This Government has applied taxes over the years that have put an enormous strain on people.  It has had 
added royalties from the mining industry - very extensive royalty improvements - that have made the job of this 
Government a lot easier.  I think it has gained revenues of about $1 billion extra a year. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  As I just pointed out, this Government has had an enormous amount of bonus 
money that has flowed back into the organisation.  I still have massive reservations about the construction of the 
rail line to the south.  I do not think there is a complete understanding of the cost that this State will face for 
many years.  The interest on that alone will be a yoke around this Government’s neck for many years.  Of 
course, I regularly read that the minister is continuing to pour more and more money into security, and that is a 
cost that will go on every year.  The community service obligation payment will also continue every year, and it 
will grow every day and become an enormous impost.  There are no increases in transport charges in the budget.  
As that expense grows and the cost of public transport does not increase, the gap will also grow, and all those 
costs will be taken from the public purse.   
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I welcome the opportunity to move this motion as a result of observations made during my trips over the term of 
this Government.  If the Government really wants to gauge what people think of what it is doing - I have listened 
to Hon Tom Stephens telling us how we do not understand what is going on - I can tell members opposite that I 
am very close to the people in rural and regional WA.  I still live way north of Geraldton and I have a keen 
understanding of the how they feel.  People are not happy that this infrastructure is not being maintained and 
upgraded.  I leave the Government with this message: do not forget regional and rural Western Australia.   

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [3.20 pm]:  I appreciate the amount of time that is available and will not 
take it all up.  I support Hon Murray Criddle’s motion because the words it contains are relevant to the area that I 
represent and know best - that is, the south west - particularly those in the second half of the motion, which states 
- 

. . . allow these areas to maximise the opportunities for business development, population growth and 
employment on which Western Australia so heavily relies.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  Is this your preselection speech?  If it is, I will not interject. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  No, it is not my preselection speech.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  It is a practice.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  It is a speech from the heart.  My heart is in the south west.  That is what I am in this 
Chamber to represent.  Hon Murray Criddle’s motion is relevant because infrastructure in the south west has 
been run down over the past three or so years.  We have some urgent, desperate areas of need.  Unfortunately, I 
must say that this budget follows the traditional pattern for a Labor Government.  Labor Governments tax high, 
spend high on non-productive areas and do not invest in infrastructure or maintenance.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  You didn’t listen to the budget speech.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I will come to the budget speech in a minute.  I was desperately hoping that I would not 
have to get up and say anything after the budget speech had been delivered.  I have had a brief opportunity to 
look at some of the budget papers.  I had hoped that there would be no need for me to rise and say anything, 
because I would be so totally impressed with the budget and its commitment to capital infrastructure that I would 
be able only to praise the Government.  Unfortunately, I cannot do that.  I have had a preliminary, quick look at 
the budget and how it addresses some critical areas of need.  I turn to the section on health.  On page 546 of the 
Budget Statements is a section headed “Capital Investment”.  I can find only a generalised reference to Albany 
and Bunbury.  One item states that hospitals in Broome, Port Hedland, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Albany 
and Bunbury are to be developed as regional resource centres.  That is the only mention of the south west in that 
section.  I will get to what that actually means.  I refer to the section headed “Work in Progress” on page 547 of 
the Budget Statements.  The only reference to anything relating to country and south west hospitals and health 
centres is to the redevelopment of Albany Regional Hospital.  Albany is in the great southern and not the south 
west; however, it is vitally important and is an area of interest to me because it is part of the electorate.  The total 
budget for that project is $20 million.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  Did you see the $1.4 million for Margaret River District Hospital?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The minister should hang on.  The first expenditure on the Albany Regional Hospital 
under that program is $1.5 million in 2009-10.   

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  What a joke.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  It is a cruel joke on the Albany community for the Government to pretend that it will do 
something about Albany Regional Hospital but will not deliver anything except rhetoric until at least 2009.   

Hon Bill Stretch interjected. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  It is deception.  I have been able to quickly pick out the major initiatives for 2004-05 
under the health budget.  This is the section in which we would expect to find the major initiatives of the 
Government trumpeted and reinforced for us all.  I could not find one mention of any south west health facility.  
There is more than a full page of major initiatives for 2004-05, but there is not one mention of any south west 
health facility.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  What about the works in progress section and the Margaret River District Hospital?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I am coming to that.  The capital works program is set out on page 581.  The only 
mention of the south west in that section of the script is the construction of the new Mandurah community health 
centre at the Peel Health Campus.  That is fine; we welcome that.  Under works in progress on page 582 is listed 
the Albany Regional Hospital paediatric ward upgrade.  An amount of $68 000 will be expended to complete 
that project.  That work was started by the previous coalition Government, and this is the tail end of the building 
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program.  The only other mention of any south west, great southern or Peel health facility is the Margaret River 
District Hospital upgrade.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  That is not true.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I am reading from the budget papers. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  I am reading from them as well and I can see more than that.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I cannot see any others.  Royal Perth Hospital is not in the south west and neither is Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital.  The replacement of the Warburton clinic will not occur in the south west.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  Where would Denmark be?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I acknowledge that Denmark is in the south west.  There is provision for the planning for 
and upgrade of the facility in Denmark, which is very welcome and overdue.  An amount of $362 000 has been 
provided.  That will probably get the plans drawn; it will not get any bricks and mortar laid.  This is the fifth 
budget in which the work on the Margaret River District Hospital has appeared.  It first appeared as a funded 
commitment in the last coalition budget back in 2000-01.  Since then there has been absolutely no action.  This 
year, thankfully, $1.4 million will be spent on what I guess will be the start of the works that are urgently needed 
to this increasingly busy facility.  Under the section on new works there is no mention of any south west health 
facility. 

I have had a cursory look at the section on roads in the budget papers.  A critical area of need in the south west is 
roads.  I refer to the major achievements for 2003-04 on pages 775 and 776 of the Budget Statements.  There are 
three relevant sections.  The first relates to the Perth-Bunbury highway and the provision of improved access for 
traffic from growing coastal communities through the completion of the upgrading of three major intersections, 
including the installation of part traffic signal controls at Singleton Beach Road and Dampier Drive.  That 
signals what the major problem is.  Instead of taking on the works that are really needed - the Peel deviation - the 
Government has improved access onto the Perth-Mandurah highway, which is also needed, and has put in extra 
traffic lights.  However, that has created yet another problem for all the through traffic, and there is a lot of it, 
that is heading further south.   

Hon Tom Stephens:  Do you think there should be more expenditure on these areas?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  There should be some more expenditure on the Peel deviation.  Not much more than zip 
has been provided. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Where would you get the money from?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The Government should increase the budget.  There is mention of some works on the 
South Western Highway and the Bussell Highway between Augusta and Margaret River.  Some recent work has 
been undertaken on widening that road.  However, there is one, major, glaring omission; that is, the five-
kilometre section of Bussell Highway north of Margaret River.  In the six years that I have had my office in 
Margaret River there have been eight deaths on that five-kilometre section of road.  It does not appear to be a 
bad piece of road, but there is obviously something very wrong with the design.  That needs some attention.  It 
has had no attention.  It must qualify for blackspot funding at some stage. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Do you think people drive too fast on that road?  Is that part of the explanation? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  No.  It is a highway.  We must expect people to be able to drive at 110 kilometres an 
hour on a highway.  It is a major arterial road.  It doubles as a tourist road, and therein lies part of the problem.  
Different sorts of traffic are mixed together. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  People should slow down on that road. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  It is a highway, and a highway is meant to carry traffic that wants to get from A to B in a 
reasonably quick time.  That is why we have highways.  Branching off those highways are tourist roads and 
other roads that do not take traffic that travels as fast.   

There is a small commitment in the budget to Mowen Road.  I notice that it is for constructing and sealing the 
section from Rosa Brook Road to Nannup.  I drove along that road the other day.  About five kilometres of that 
section are still to be sealed. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  It is a beautiful road - a fantastic road.  Why would you bituminise that road?  It is a great 
adventure trail. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The minister is starting to sound like somebody else I know who reckoned Mowen Road 
should not have been upgraded because that person wanted to keep it for a four-wheel-drive track.  That is 
Neanderthal thinking.  Mowen Road represents one of the most important east-west links for that area.  A person 
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would have to live there to know what I am talking about, I suppose.  The north-south links are catered for 
reasonably well, but there is a desperate need to upgrade the east-west links between parts of the south west.  I 
am pleased that something at least appears to be getting done there. 
The Peel deviation is the major roadworks that we are hoping to have constructed throughout the Peel region and 
the south west region.  There has been a total lack of action on and commitment to the Peel deviation by the 
Gallop Government in its period in office.  The reference to the Peel deviation in this budget on page 781, under 
the heading “Works in Progress”, looks pretty good.  It states, “Peel Deviation - Construct and Seal Including 
Bridges”.  You beauty!  It looks like it will happen.  However, only $100 000 is allocated to it.  An amount of 
$100 000 will probably be enough to get a sketch plan drawn, and that is about all.   
In the field of education, regrettably, the same story is repeated.  I struggled to find any mention of south west 
education facilities that have been or will be serviced by this budget. 
Hon Robyn McSweeney:  What about Manjimup Primary School? 
Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Manjimup Primary School is probably the one exception.  However, that is only a 
replacement school.  It is new infrastructure, but it is only replacing an existing school.  There is a whole section 
on completed works that looks really good.  There is mention of schools such as Eaton, Albany, Dalyellup and 
Dunsborough schools, the Djidi Djidi replacement school, Busselton Senior High School, Harvey Senior High 
School and Newton Moore Senior High School.  All that work was started under our Government.  The building 
program has been completed in the past year or so, but those items still appear in the budget papers.  Therefore, 
people should not be fooled by that when they read the budget papers.   
Under “Training”, on page 885, the only reference to the South West Regional College relates to the Margaret 
River campus, about which I spoke briefly last night.  That has just been completed, in conjunction with the new 
facility at Margaret River.   
Under the education and training section is a heading that deals with new works.  I have just mentioned the 
Manjimup replacement.  It is a $6 million project.  There is a commitment this year for $750 000, which is 
welcomed.  It is overdue.  In fact, Hon Paul Omodei, Hon Alan Carpenter, who is the Minister for Education and 
Training, and I had a meeting with a community group following the opening of the facility in Margaret River 
the other day.  That group has some ideas in mind that would considerably enhance that project.  I hope those 
ideas are taken up.   
On page 887, under “Other Projects”, is a line item that intrigues me a little.  It states, “Land Acquisition South 
West - Busselton”.  The amount is $1 million.  I cautiously welcome that. 
Hon Tom Stephens:  Compulsory acquisition of your block! 
Hon BARRY HOUSE:  It is worth more than $1 million.  A local area education planning process is in progress 
in the Busselton education district.  There has been some debate about how it will pan out.  I suspect that the 
Government has got it wrong.  I understand that the proposals will be formalised pretty soon.  The badly 
overcrowded and run-down Busselton Senior High School, which needs resources urgently to upgrade it, will be 
left in limbo for some further time.  The proposals refer to a senior school at Busselton, and middle schools at 
Busselton and Vasse.  The Vasse township is still basically just a concept at the moment.  There is virtually 
nothing in the way of services on the ground there. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  It looks like a pretty good concept. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  It is a great concept, yes; it is terrific.  I do not disagree with the minister on that.  
However, if the Government chooses Vasse for development of the next school, we all know that the proposals 
will be three or four years down the track.  There is a desperate need already in Dunsborough.  It is the 
established community.  The Dunsborough community has got together an action group that is seeking a middle 
school.  Dunsborough already buses in about 250 kids, I believe, to the Busselton Senior High School.  With the 
growth in that area, that is where the next middle school should be.  In fact, it should have been started two years 
ago.  That is the next step that needs to be taken. 

I am aware that other members want to speak, so I will not talk for much longer.  However, I will mention a 
couple of matters that indicate my lack of confidence in this Government to deliver resources and management 
into the south west.  For a start, let us take one of the Government’s ministers, Hon Bob Kucera, who is currently 
the Minister for Peel and the South West. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  He opened Bunker Bay for you just the other day - a beautiful job. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I know he did.  After he surprised everybody, including himself, by getting elected to 
the Parliament, and then found himself to be a minister - the Minister for Health - one of his first acts was to go 
to the south west, probably for one of the few times in his life, and unilaterally abolish the health boards.  That 
then spread throughout the rest of the State.  I can assure the Minister for Local Government and Regional 
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Development that that was received like a lead balloon in my part of the world.  There may be some areas in 
which health boards did not work.  However, in my part of the world they worked very well, because local 
communities have a real sense of ownership of their health facilities and want a real voice.  They were getting 
that through their health boards. 

Hon Paddy Embry:  The Busselton hospital ran out of toilet paper.  They couldn’t even get that right. 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  That is right.  There is no voice.  Hon Bob Kucera, who is the current Minister for Peel 
and the South West, took over the tourism portfolio after he was sacked from the health portfolio.  One of his 
first actions as tourism minister was to realign the tourism bodies in the State.  Probably for budgetary purposes, 
the number of tourism regions throughout the State was reduced to five.  The south west has more tourism 
product than any other region in the State.  It had a very active and effective tourist association, with strong 
membership and strong financials.  It was amalgamated with a much broader area of the great southern.  There 
was an attempt at one stage to take it further out to Esperance.  That has effectively diluted the south west’s 
voice in tourism.  That was strike two against Mr Kucera.  I learnt about strike three last week - his role in the 
changes to the business enterprise centres throughout the State.  There is a proposal floating around to 
“regionalise”.  I put that in inverted commas, because I think for “regionalise” we should read “centralise” in 
relation to the management of business enterprise centres.  We are all still waiting to see how that will pan out in 
the future, but it reads very much like it is taking away the ownership and involvement of local communities - 
there are plenty with real individual identities in the south west - and grouping them together where they will 
lose their identity and their voice.  

The other example involves the raceway - a very important proposed development at Dardanup, just out of 
Bunbury.  This is a very exciting development.  The proponents of the raceway could not get anywhere with the 
Government on locating in Perth.  They went to Bunbury and found a very receptive Bunbury City Council and 
Dardanup Shire Council.  My understanding is that the project will inject something like $5 million plus into 
those communities each year.  It has been received extremely well by the local communities; it has been 
welcomed with open arms.  The proponents thought that was terrific and were so confident that they scheduled 
their first major event for later this year, because all the approvals seemed to be right.  I think it was to take place 
in November or December.  Regrettably, we have found out that that has had to be cancelled.  The approvals 
granted at the local level some considerable time ago are awaiting state government confirmation.  I understand 
the proposal has been sitting on the desk of the Minister for the Environment, Dr Judy Edwards, for months.  It 
requires no more than a tick-off, because it has had Environmental Protection Authority approval.  The minister 
has sat on her hands and effectively allowed this project to lapse.  That project has been lost, at least temporarily, 
to the south west.  I hope it will be temporary and not permanent.  We have regrettably seen far too much of that 
kind of attitude in the past three years in the part of the world I represent.  

I know other members wish to speak, but I hope I have provided some substance to the motion of Hon Murray 
Criddle.  Regrettably, we are seeing an attitude from the Gallop Labor Government that does not value country 
Western Australia.  That was epitomised by the electoral legislation, and every other aspect of the Government’s 
actions seems to support the city-centric attitude and neglect of country Western Australia.  

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Local Government and Regional Development) 
[3.43 pm]:  The Government is very pleased to see this motion on the notice paper today because it provides the 
opportunity to set the record straight.  This Government has an absolute commitment to all Western Australians 
wherever they live, from one end of the State to the other, including the metropolitan area and all the regions.  In 
the budget papers that have been delivered today members will see a program of which the Government is 
fiercely proud.  It displays the opportunity that this Government is delivering to the regions of Western Australia 
for partnerships across every field of human endeavour on offer here in this State. 

There were moments during the contributions of Hon Murray Criddle and Hon Barry House when I was 
reminded of the scene from The Life of Brian in which the characters ask, “What have the Romans ever done for 
us?”  Members opposite asked what had the Gallop Government done for us, and we heard phrase after phrase 
such as “rolling out major capital works across regional Western Australia”, “put the Moora Hospital back into 
the program”, “constructing the roads into the Geraldton port”, “made sure that there were sufficient funds for 
Western Power’s development” and “made sure the rural roads were available for significant schemes”. I want to 
give the House facts, not fairytales, which is what the House has been hearing so far from members opposite. 

Let us deal with Western Power for starters.  Fact number one: Western Power has more than doubled 
expenditure on regional power supply, distribution and maintenance in the first three years of the Gallop 
Government.  We have had a lot of catching up to do because the previous Government seemed to have been 
running down Western Power across regional Western Australia, causing the sort of discontent that delivers to 
the Parliament the disgruntlement on the crossbenches from One Nation.  In those areas people saw that their 
normal friends in the Government delivered them nothing.  They turned to One Nation because Western Power, 
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for instance, was not being looked after.  What did they get?  They got a good Labor Government that doubled 
the spending on regional power supplies.  Fact number two: Western Power spent almost $42 million 
maintaining the distribution network in the metropolitan area as well.  Fact number three: in the next four years 
Western Power will spend more than $950 million on transmission and distribution improvements.  That is a 
very significant contribution to the Western Power network across regional areas of Western Australia.   

Members will see that commitment displayed time and time again in the budget papers.  Some particular issues 
have been raised by Hon Murray Criddle about potential problems foreseen in the Western Power network.  
Brief after brief has come to me since Hon Murray Criddle was speaking, explaining to me, step by step, the 
efforts being made to respond to the neglect we found when we got into office and to tackle these issues that had 
been left unresolved for too long.  There is so much material here that it would be unfair to take up all the time of 
the House reading it out.  

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Why do they call it a brief, then?  

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  If Hon Simon O’Brien likes, I will read them out.   

Several members interjected. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Do members want the information or not?  Members opposite are very strange because 
on one hand they complain that this is a big spending Government and therefore a big taxing Government, and 
on the other hand they stand up and say that we have to start increasing expenditure.  They do not indicate where 
they believe the funds should come from to deliver to those areas.  Where do we get the funds from to deliver the 
programs Hon Barry House wants for the south west?  Is there an area of government expenditure he wants cut?  
What would be his reprioritisation of government expenditure?  

Hon Barry House:  With the extra amount you would have saved by not rerouting the southern railway away 
from Kenwick, you could have built the Peel deviation.  

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  That is nonsense.  It is an absolute fallacy.  Where would Hon Barry House get the 
funds from for reprioritising? He would sell the farm.  

Hon Barry House:  We had a private operator give us advice on how we could build the railway at little cost to 
the Government.  

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  The Government listened to the people and made absolutely sure they will get a railway 
that will be of value to the community of Western Australia, including the Peel region - an important regional 
growth area of enormous potential.  I was in Kununurra the other day.  It is the most unlikely place to pick up a 
compliment from someone whom I have seen all my life as a political opponent.  Do members know what he 
said to me?  He said that one of the great things the Government was doing was the expenditure for the Peel 
railway line, which will carry passengers into Perth and which will connect with the central railway grid.  I was 
absolutely flabbergasted.  I could see the clarity of vision coming from a person who was on the opposite side of 
politics to me.  He was describing to me what a great benefit to Western Australia it was to deliver that type of 
infrastructure.  I was staggered that members opposite did not turn this motion into a paeon of praise for the 
effort the Government has put into the central areas of health, education and community safety.  The 
Government is spending the equivalent each year of the cost of a great southern railway - $1.4 billion each year 
of extra funds on those core areas of government services in the coming budget years.  That figure, $1.4 billion, 
has now been built into the system for health, education and community safety.  That has never before been on 
offer.  The Government has done that this year.  At the same time there has been no increase in taxes and 
charges. 

Hon Ed Dermer:  Funding for training and apprenticeships has increased by 33 per cent. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Thirty-three per cent!  Throughout the budget papers members will find the delivery of 
much-needed infrastructure that responds to the challenges of regional needs.  Hon Murray Criddle talked about 
a variety of issues concerning road expenditure.  I was rude enough to refer to Binnu Road east or Binnu Road 
west - I am not sure which section it was.  His predecessor was concerned with the bit of road around Tammin 
that got me a bit confused. 

Hon Murray Criddle:  That was me. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  The member did that bit as well; I thought it was Hon Eric Charlton who put that bit in.  
The member made a sideways reference to a bit of road that I was familiar with, namely the Cape Leveque road.  
I was very interested in the contributions of Hon Eric Charlton and Hon Murray Criddle in looking at that area.  
Both of them have good sides.  Sometimes I think we would make good coalition partners with people like Hon 
Eric Charlton or Hon Murray Criddle but there would have to be a lurch to the left on some issues!  Members 
will be pleased to know that at Lombardina significant amounts of grading have been done by the local 
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community.  However, I do not think it is the bee’s knees; we can always do better.  I do not think it has fully 
delivered the legitimate ambitions of Hon Murray Criddle and his predecessors.  It has been good foresight on 
his part and some of it has paid off.  He will be pleased to see in the budget papers that $1 million has been 
allocated for the Tanami road.  He will know that is very focused on training strategies for the local Tanami 
community that desperately needs training and employment.  The partnership with the Shire of Halls Creek 
should be of great benefit.  Hon Murray Criddle has distracted me with his unfair and unfounded attacks on the 
good name of the Gallop Government in Western Australia.  Hon Murray Criddle needs to know the following 
figures.  The Gallop Government is spending more on country roads than he and his coalition partners did when 
they were in office. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Rubbish! 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  It is not rubbish.  I am talking about roads.  The member is caught up between local 
governments, roads and rubbish.  I agree with members opposite; more needs to be spent.  I accept that and we 
will get to that.  Funding levels in the coalition years were $270 million in 1996-97, $229 million in 1997-98, 
$225.2 million in 1998-99 and $291.2 million in 1999-2000.  That is an average of $253.85 million a year.  
Funding levels for the Gallop Government, including the estimates for 2004-05 - I hope it is for 2004-05, I may 
have to check that.  I know the member will check it.  In fact, I will pass the figures to him in a minute.  He then 
will not be able to tell any more porkies in the Chamber.  He will be able to pull them from his back pocket.  He 
will know in future what are the figures. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I do not know exactly what a “porkie” is.   I hope that the minister is not implying 
that I have told a lie to the House.  If he has, I would like him to withdraw it. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  A point of order can be taken when a member takes offence at 
a word.  Hon Murray Criddle has said in the first instance that he does not know what a porkie is.  In that regard 
I do not know whether he is objecting to it or not.  If he objects, I will ask for it to be withdrawn. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I withdraw the remark. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  The reason I say that is that I do not know whether it was meant to imply 
something else or not.  If the minister withdraws, we will move on. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I will call it an untruth instead.  Porkies out, untruths in!  That is what Hon Murray 
Criddle has been up to.   

I am not sure about these expenditure figures.  If someone is monitoring my contribution and has the specific 
portfolio responsibility, he may be able to rush me the figures.  I am not sure whether the figures refer to 2004-
05 or 2003-04.  It is unclear on the note.  Expenditure under the Gallop Government was $276.9 million in 2001-
02, $270.3 million in 2002-03 and $264.2 million in 2003-04.  That is an average of $273.8 million a year.  I 
promised that I would give those figures to Hon Murray Criddle. 

Hon Murray Criddle:  The figures do not show where the money comes from; some could be federal funds. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  But it does show that there is more money in cash terms being spent on regional roads 
under the Gallop Government than there was under the coalition Government. 

Hon Bruce Donaldson interjected. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I think members opposite were the consummate artisans of smoke and mirrors when 
they were in government; it got them through eight years but it eventually caught up with them.  We believe in 
open, transparent and accountable government and that is what we are delivering in the budget papers before 
members.  The centre page of the budget overview has a snapshot of expenditure in regional Western Australia.  
It is a pity that the member did not describe some of it to the House.  I had to remind Hon Barry House about the 
expenditure to further improve the stunning hospital in Margaret River.  It is the sort of hospital that most people 
around the country dream of.  I note that $2 million is allocated to reconstruct Muirs Road from Nyamup to 
Strachan.  An amount of $4 million is allocated for works in progress and $2.2 million for new works for the 
Bunbury port authority.  An amount of $5.5 million is allocated - 

Hon Barry House interjected. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  A rose is a rose is a rose!  It does not matter what it is called.  An amount of 
$5.5 million is allocated for raising the Millstream Dam in Bridgetown.  The Bunbury Back Beach project is to 
receive $5.6 million.  I hope the council will finally let the Government get on with that good quality project and 
no longer stand in the way of development for the people of Bunbury.  Sometimes people in councils play 
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politics for reasons that are not in the best interests of their community.  An amount of $9.7 million dollars is for 
the Muja power station.  There is a $15.7 million power procurement project at Kemerton.  A theme from Monty 
Python comes to mind again.  The member is complaining about the Gallop Government.  The Gallop 
Government is delivering on a number of issues in just that one small part of the map that shows what is going 
on in the south west.   

Hon Barry House:  That is the difference between us.  While you were watching that trivia, I was doing 
something real.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  One would have thought that Hon Barry House would have given more fulsome praise 
for the return in the budget papers of the $6 million to redevelop the Moora District Hospital.  That is a great 
triumph for that community.  It is a victory for consultation and community action.  That was fully understood at 
the highest level of this Government.  That money is now back in the budget papers to deliver quality health 
services to that community.  In that same chart is $11.1 million to continue reconstruction work on the Great 
Eastern Highway from Hines Hill to Southern Cross.  The Government has allocated $3.2 million for the 
Merredin Reservoir roof and $3 million has been allocated to realign and construct the Great Northern Highway 
from Waddington to Miling.  The Government has allocated $2.2 million for the construction of a new -   

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  That is less than what the former Government spent.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  I never spent a cent on it.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  When in office, the member’s coalition colleagues spent more than that to let the 
people of Western Australia know about the Government’s budget.  This Government has spent less on doing 
that than the former Government.  The Government is proud of the budget.  We want people to understand what 
is in the budget and we want them to know how to work the budget papers and identify how the budget will 
impact on their regions.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  You have set that precedent.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Let me answer some of the issues that have been raised.  The general answer to the 
question Hon Murray Criddle raised is that I will.  Throughout the budget papers is the embedding of a 
commitment to all Western Australia, including the areas that have been referred to so far in the debate by the 
member from the Agricultural Region and the member from the South Metropolitan Region.  In my area of the 
State - the great Mining and Pastoral Region of Western Australia - the Kimberley, the Pilbara, Gascoyne, 
Murchison, and the goldfields have embedded into the budget papers very significant expenditure.  Some of the 
issues that must be tackled again are being tackled.  For instance, the headworks scheme in the agricultural 
region was a success under the former Government; it was of enormous benefit, as I have said.  The National 
Party delivered great benefits to the people of the Agricultural Region.  The people of the Agricultural Region 
did very well.   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Were they in coalition with the Liberal Government?   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Sometimes I think that country people only got anything out of the coalition when the 
Deputy Premier threatened to walk.  The funds then started to flow in a miserly way to projects that were 
desperately needed by regional Western Australians.  

Hon Paddy Embry:  You talk about a preselection speech!   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I have been preselected.  Hon Bruce Donaldson and I are the only two members who 
have been preselected for the next state elections.  Indeed, it is a good feeling.   

I am surprised that Hon Murray Criddle mentioned the BHP Billiton Ltd Ravensthorpe nickel project, because it 
is a source of great aggravation to the local councils that everything they sought from the State Government has 
been secured by them and for them through this Government’s processes.  In these budget papers the 
Government is rolling out a response to meet the needs that will ensure, so far as we can, that the work force is 
localised in that area.  The Government is absolutely determined to make sure there is an opportunity to do that.  
Who are the missing players in this?  Essentially, it is not the National Party in Canberra; it is the Liberal Party 
in the coalition.  Mr Macfarlane had a track record when he was involved in agrarian politics before he went into 
the main game of politics.  Unfortunately, he is displaying those same forms of petulant politics with this project.  
He should have risen above that type of petulant politics and delivered to the people of Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun 
and Esperance.  This is not a bunch of people who kick with the red team; essentially, it kicks with either the 
blue team or - what colour is the National Party?   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Green.   
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Hon TOM STEPHENS:  The green team from the National Party.  One would have thought that a coalition 
Government in Canberra would have looked after the people of that region.   

Hon Murray Criddle:  Let’s wait and see.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Let us hope.  John Anderson is a very decent person and politician.  He is a very good 
leader of his party and Deputy Prime Minister.  Someone on the other side of politics could do a better job.  
However, Hon John Anderson is a significant contributor.   

Hon Murray Criddle:  I will send him your speech.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  He is doing some very good work in some parts of regional Western Australia.  He has 
done some significant work in the Kimberley region, including an allocation of $12 million in partnership with 
the State to roll out a response to that region over the first three years that this Government has been in office.  
That is the type of program that I would have loved to have seen extended into the Pilbara region.  It is the type 
of partnership that should have been offered through Mr Macfarlane to the south eastern region to respond to the 
challenges of roads and infrastructure that is needed for those communities.  The port facility to which Hon 
Murray Criddle referred is brilliantly run by its board and chief executive officer in partnership with the previous 
Government in the past and with this Government today.  It is a partnership that has produced great benefits to 
the economy of the region.  That is the type of partnership that should be cemented with the national 
Government.  The resources that will flow from that port as a result of the new development of BHP Billiton 
will, in large measure, flow to Queensland where the mineral resource will be processed.  That will produce a 
benefit to the nation.  In Queensland and Western Australia, job opportunities will be provided and economic 
growth will occur.  This nation deserves a response from the national Government to that port facility.  There are 
ways of expanding that facility.   

Hon Murray Criddle:  That is a loan that has been given to the State.  Get it right.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Do not run a federalist argument.  The member should rise above himself and be a 
Western Australian and stand up for Western Australia like the Gallop Government does.  We believe that in this 
debate we are all Western Australians in the first instance who have a legitimate argument with the national 
Government that should join in the partnership with local and State Governments and find ways of improving 
infrastructure in those areas.  It must be recognised that many things can be done in government.  When 
Governments fire in a partnership of the type that is on display by the member’s colleague in the Kimberley 
region where National Party, local and State Governments have worked together, it can spread to other parts of 
the State and the country.  It is not worth playing petty politics, as Mr Macfarlane appears to have done.  At the 
national level the coalition needs to rise to the challenge and become statesmen and women and deliver 
responses that meet the needs of all sections of regional Western Australia.   

In this budget, the State Government has avoided the need to increase the taxes and charges levied from the 
community of Western Australia.  The Government has been sensitive to the challenges facing families across 
regional Western Australia and Western Australia at large.  The Government is determined to make sure that it 
rolls out funds.  The Geraldton Regional Hospital will be completed.  Every town within the Kimberley region 
will see a significant upgrade to its health facilities over the life of the Gallop Government, the likes of which 
members opposite have not seen before. 

The budget papers show the Gallop Government’s commitment to the Broome District Hospital, to which the 
Government has allocated $25 million.  Resources have been allocated to the Derby, Halls Creek, Wyndham and 
Kununurra District Hospitals and to the Kununurra dental facility.  Members should all take pleasure from the 
fact that the Government has provided a very significant commitment of funds over a reasonably short time 
frame that will provide significant improvement to those health facilities.   

Hon John Fischer:  You cannot fool the people of Wyndham.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I am sure that they will not be fooled.  I am sure that the member will want to try to 
bamboozle them, but they will not be bamboozled by the likes of him.  They will see the funds flow for a 
hospital.   

I will refer to the Pilbara.  Did members notice that I got a new tie for Christmas?  I wanted a new tie for 
Christmas.  It was my Christmas wish.  I said that I would like a new Desert Designs tie, and I got one.  I wanted 
a couple of other things, and one of them was a new hospital at Port Hedland.  Did members see the brilliant 
allocation in the budget papers of $65 million for a residential facility for aged care and a new health care 
campus in South Hedland, which is a significant response to the health care needs of the Pilbara region?  That is 
locked into the budget papers.  The only thing that stands between the people of the Pilbara and that hospital is 
the slight risk that we might not be returned to office.  If that were to happen, the Pilbara might lose its regional 
hospital.  The planning money is in the budget papers.  The expenditure is ready to be rolled out.  The only thing 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 6 May 2004] 

 p2396b-2410a 
Hon Murray Criddle; Deputy President; Hon Barry House; Mr Tom Stephens; Hon John Fischer 

 [16] 

that could stop it would be the return of the coalition to the government benches.  My task is to keep the 
Opposition off the Treasury benches so the people of the Pilbara and the Kimberley and all the other parts of 
regional Western Australia can pick up some of the great benefits that will flow from these budget papers. 

One of the pilot projects for the Pilbara region will be the opportunity to utilise that Port Hedland hospital 
facility for a paediatric program to deliver quality paediatric services for the young children of that region.  It 
will also be utilised by other projects.  Did members see in the budget papers the expenditure for a TAFE facility 
on the Burrup?  Did members notice the Carnarvon hospital figures?  Did they notice the completion of the 
allocation for the Newman police station, the rollout of significant expenditure on education, the allocation for 
upgrading the Fitzroy Crossing school, the allocation for the new school at Onslow and the new facilities going 
into Exmouth?  If members had noticed all those things, why did they come in here with such a silly motion that 
somehow or other suggests that this Government is not doing what needs to be done for regional Western 
Australia?  Did members notice a new program we delivered when we got into government, as promised, in the 
$75 million regional investment fund to respond, in part, to the challenges of regional Western Australia with 
infrastructure projects?  That fund was new money that was not previously available.  The Government 
announced today that it was so proud of that program that it is rolling it out for another four years.  The level of 
funding has been increased to the tune of $80 million over the next four years of the next Gallop Government.  
We will respond to the needs of regional Western Australia.  That is not enough by itself, but it is part of the 
capital works program.  Did members notice in the budget papers that, of the amount spent on capital works, one 
in every three dollars goes into regional Western Australia?  What members are seeing in the record capital 
works program is an extraordinary allocation of an estimated $3.9 billion, and that has been made possible 
because this Government has had the guts to get stuck into the machinery of government, repair and restore it, 
and cut down on unnecessary growth in government expenditure.  Did members see where we got to with those 
budget figures?  Opposition members must be embarrassed when they look at those figures in comparison with 
their own.  Those figures appear on page 7 of the Budget Overview and indicate that their government 
expenditure soared to great heights, well beyond the target figures - 

Point of Order 

Hon JOHN FISCHER:  I believe the member is wasting private members’ time with the repetition of absolute 
rubbish. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  That may be the honourable member’s opinion, but it does not 
constitute a point of order as long as the member is speaking to the motion and he satisfies the requirements of 
the Chair.  To date, he has been speaking to the motion. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I understand that debate on this motion will continue following question time and other 
speakers will have an opportunity to contribute.  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Yes. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I will conclude my remarks because I know a range of government speakers will be 
ready to stand and - 

Hon Barry House:  Look at them all behind you!  There are hundreds of them.   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  They will be ready to roll out the arguments in support of this proposition that regional 
Western Australians, like all Western Australians, can take great pride and pleasure in this budget.  There is no 
increased burden for the community of Western Australia.  This budget provides the opportunity for benefits to 
flow, and it will be the basis upon which Western Australians go forward together under the leadership of the 
Gallop State Labor Government. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to session order. 

[Continued on page 2418.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
 


